
The testimony or object is 
proven reliable. like DNA 
evidence supported by a 
forensic science technician.

INADMISSABLE EVIDENCEADMISSABLE EVIDENCE

RELIABILITY

The evidence effectively 
proves or disproves a fact
of the case but not neces-
sarily innocence or guilt.

RELEVANCE

HEARSAY

Evidence that arose from 
a privileged informational 
source.

PRIVILEGES

A testimony made outside
of the court used to prove 
the truth of a presented 
idea. A witness testimony 
must be firsthand.
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MISLEADING EXPERT
TESTIMONY

CRIMINAL
HISTORY

IRRELEVANT
INFORMATION

UNFAIRLY
PREJUDICIAL

Any evidence that diverts 
the jury’s attention away
from the central premise 
of the case.

Only an expert can 
give expert testimony. 
The court disallows 
“lay” witnesses from
making expert
testimonies..

The mentioning of
prior crimes unrelated 
to the current case.

The evidence doesn’t 
prove or disprove any 
facts of the case.

Evidence that arouses 
an emotional reaction 
from the jury without 
providing the
appropriate material 
information.


